
bished with new gym equipment 

at a cost of just over $8000. 

This refurbishment ensures 
that our members have access 

to good quality equipment that 
is safe and meets the appropri-

ate safety standards required. 

The refurbishment of the clubõs 
canteen has now been com-

pleted at a cost of $45,000. 
This refurbishment has brought 

the canteen to the appropriate 

occupational health and food 
safety standards required to 

operate as a food outlet. I would 
like to thank all of those in-

volved in this project as it has 

been very time consuming and 
not without it difficulties. I 

would like to thank the NSW 

State Government who via the 
Building Better Communities 

Grant Program provided the 
club with a grant of $29,500 to 

assist with this project. Thanks 

also to Warringah Council for 
their assistance and owners 

consent to allow this project to 

move ahead.  

I would like to extend my thanks 
to Bankers Trust (BT) who has 

been a long term sponsor of 
our club for their generosity 

which has seen an extension of 

their 2009/10 sponsorship to 
the club by an extra $8000 to 

$18,000. This increase arose 
when two of our three IRB mo-

tors were damaged, which left 

the club with one functioning 
motor. BT was asked if we could 

divert some of the grant money 

from the purchase of a beach 

The season and the year are 

marching on and Nippers have 

closed up shop for the year 
with a 3rd place at the Branch 

Championships and 15th at 
State. Well done to all those 

people who ensure the strength 

of our junior activities and keep 
the gold and green cap so visi-

ble at these carnivals. Con-
gratulations to the senior mem-

bers who have also competed 

at both Branch and State com-
petitions with notable achieve-

ments by Rhiannon Lougher 
(see State report on Page 5). I 

wish the Masters and the sen-

iors a safe trip and the best of 
luck for the upcoming National 

championships later this month.  

Our trainers remain busy in the 

new year with training in 
bronze, IRB and ARC continuing. 

I would encourage anyone who 

is interested in assisting in our 
training activities to contact 

Ray Merton. Training 7 educa-
tion is a vital area for the club 

as it is the way we ensure that 

our patrol numbers are suffi-
cient to meet our needs and 

that we can provide water 
safety for our junior and senior 

water events. Our surf patrols 

have put in a wonderful effort 
so far this season with the 

beach being patrolled every 
weekend and public holiday to 

ensure the safety of the beach 

going public.  

As you would have noticed the 

clubõs gym has now been refur-

trailer to the purchase of a new 

motor. Their response to this 

request was to extend their 
sponsorship and provide the 

extra $8000 to purchase two 
new motors. Thanks once again 

to BT for their generous sup-

port of our club which has 
ensured the equipment needed 

to keep our beach safe.  

As the season draws to a close 

it is time to start thinking about 
honouring those people who you 

believe have contributed to the 

club by nominating them for one 
for the clubõs awards for 

2009/10. The two most prestig-
ious awards are for life mem-

bership and for the clubõs hon-

our blazer. Nominations for 
both of these awards need to be 

presented to the Board by the 
end of March 2010. Please con-

tact myself or Julie Tassone for 

the details of these awards if 
you are considering nominating 

someone for either. Surf patrol 
nominations should be directed 

toward Alex Wye (Wiz) and 

training awards to Ray Merton.  

Branch are holding a 50th anni-

versary dinner in Manly Novotel, 
the club has booked twenty 

places for interested members. 
The cost is $150 per person 

which includes a three course 

meal, drinks and entertainment. 
Please contact Audrey if you 

are interested. It should be a 
wonderful night looking at the 

history of surf life saving on the 

Northern Beaches. 

From The President's Pen 

March 2010  
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Images from the Nippers Branch 

and State Championships  
This yearõs Sydney Northern Beaches Junior Branch 

Championships were held over two weekends at 

Queenscliff and North Steyne due to the big sea condi-
tions. So that meant we had plenty of youngsters take 

part in the beach events on the first weekend in Febru-
ary. The skies were threatening all morning for the 

sprints and relays, and eventually the skies opened up, 

but that did little to dampen the enthusiasm of our Nip-
pers as they went about their business. With the team 

bolstered by some of our water competitors, there was 
plenty of Green and Gold to be seen across all events 

and age groups, with plenty of great results. 

Young Tasma Woolley was so far in front she had time 

to do a victory salute as she crossed the line first in the 

Under 9 girls sprint, accompanied with a beaming smile. 
She had already joined her young team mates to take 

out the U9 Sprint Relay, again accompanied with much 
celebration. Sophie McGovern continued her great re-

sults at Branch level, yet again winning her age beach 

sprint, and also being involved in the winning beach 
sprint relay team. The boys also got amongst the med-

als, with the U14 Sprint Relay coming second in their 
last ever Junior Branch beach event, as they move to 

the senior ranks next year. At the other end of the 

spectrum, the U8 Boys Sprint Relay team had their first 
ever Branch Carnival and came second - well done to 

Adam Eglesz, Max Von Appen, Alex Stirrat and Aiden 
Campbell - looking forward continued success from 

them over the coming years. 

On the following weekend, attention turned to the water. 

And the weather still had a hand to play, with Sydney's 

wet weather ensuring the competitors were greeted by 
some murky water due to the storm water runoff. Offi-

cials decided to get the swims over and done with first, 
in anticipation of the water getting dirty from the 

Queenscliff lagoon as the tide went out. And as the 

water levels subsided, the water was so bad, a decision 
was made to cancel the board rescue events. But with 

the events that were run, there were plenty of North 
Curly kids amongst the front of the pack, resulting in 

North Curl Curl coming 3rd overall in the final stand-

ings, behind Manly and Queenscliff, with Freshwater a 

distant 4th behind us.  

Attention then turned to Swansea Belmont, where the 

2010 NSW Junior State Championships were held in 

warm but dry conditions. On day one of the 3 day event, 
Sophie McGovern, continued her great form from 

Branch, when she collected bronze in the U11 Flags with 

her twin sister Caity finishing 9th - keep your eyes on 
these 2 girls in the years to come. Just off the medals, 

finishing in 4th were Emily Hill in the U13 girls flags and 
Harry Wilson in the U10 boys flags. Olivier Heaton finish-

ing a very respectable 5th in the U10 girls flags 

competition. Out in the water, the conditions were 

testing at times with a 3-4ft swell. Shiny silver 
medals were picked up by our U9 and U13 boys 

Board Relay teams. The U9 girls Swim Team picked 
up Bronze and our U13 Girls Board Relay finished in 

5th place. 

On Finals Sunday North Curly was represented in 

no less than 8 finals on the beach sprint track. 
Claudia Harris was first to be involved in the indi-

vidual sprints, making the U10 Girls final, and just 

missing a medal coming in 4th place. Following her 
was the in form Sophie McGovern, who blasted 

down lane 1 in the U11 Girls sprint final to take out 

the Gold medal, in her normal nonchalent manner. 

In the beach sprint relays, our U9 Girls were up, 
and hoping to match their Branch medal finishing 

effort. At the final change, a podium finish was 

looking in jeopardy as Tasma Woolley took off on 
the final leg in 6th pace. Keen to taste success 

again, she took off after the front runners, passing 
most of them and only just missing on crossing the 

line first - a Silver medal for U9 Girls was a sensa-

tional effort. The U10 and U11 Girls were both just a 
whisker away from medals, coming in a close 4th 

place. Our U12 Boys were ecstatic (and suprised) 
just to make the final, getting in after 2 teams in 

front of them were disqualified in the Semi Final on 

Saturday. But a final is a final, and the boys did us 

proud. 

The last two appearances of the day was from our 
U12 and U14 Girls. The U12 team actually were made 

up with three U11's, with Sophie & Caity McGovern 
together with Elise Glanville running up an age 

group with Kaitlin Glanville (yes, 2 pairs of sisters), 

but that was no disadvantage, and the whole team 
put in a great effort. And for the U14's, knowing 

that their last appearance as a Nipper was in a 
State relay final will always be a memorable one - 

special note of the gutsy effort from Kate McAleer, 

who despite being injured, left nothing in the tank 
and matched the other competitors in the opening 

leg of the race. That is what North Curly is all 

about - going the extra mile for the team. 

Congratulations to all the coaches and mentors, 
especially Tony Williams, Martin Gall and Rick 

Chown, on what has been a very successful sea-

son. Thanks to all the parents that helped out dur-
ing the year and over the State weekend. And most 

of all, thanks to all the kids who did the green and 

gold of North Curly proud. 

North Curly Nippers Shine at Branch & State 
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Even though the clubõs total 

patrol numbers have now 

reached a record 160 club 
members over the past cou-

ple of months, North Curl Curl 
SLSC will continue to operate 

with twelve patrol teams next season. 

Until considerably more surf life saving qualifica-

tions apart from the Bronze Medallion and Surf 
Rescue Certificate are attained by the rostered 

patrol members, an increase in the number of patrol 

teams formed cannot and should not even be con-

sidered. 

As Director of Surf Life Saving, I am most apprecia-
tive of the overall wonderful voluntary service given 

by the clubõs twelve patrol captains and 160 ros-

tered patrol members this season. 

However, I have needed to provide some gentle 
reminders on various important patrol matters that 

are in the best interest of the club and will contrib-

ute to their continued efficiency. 

There are specific points that require reinforcing:  

 (i) Club Securityñthe locking of the bottom boat-

shed, upstairs boatshed, sliding gate and both doors 
to the captainõs room at the end of every afternoon 

patrol session.  

 (ii) IRB/ATV fuel storageñfor Occupational 

Health and Safety reasons, the storing of all 

fuel in the   metal cabinets in the bottom 
boatshed, with none whatsoever being left in 

the upstairs premises. 

  (iii) ATV/IRB maintenanceñthe thorough 

washing down of the All Terrain Vehicle and 
IRB (including  the motor) after every after-

noon patrol session, to keep them in good 

working order and to increase their longevity. 

  (iv)  patrol cap wearingñthe encouraging of 
all patrol team members to maintain 100% 

compliance with SLSA regulations by wearing 

patrol caps at all times whilst on rostered 

patrol duty. 

Follow-up reminder e-mails have also been 

sent to all rostered patrol members with 

respect to the ATV/IRB maintenance and 
patrol cap wearing issues. I trust this will 

ensure that all comply with these key require-

ments 

See you on the beach, between the flags 
 

Alex Wye, Director Surf Life Saving   

The Wiz Report 

New Bronze Assessors in the Club 

Steve Atkins and Phil Godbee have been successfully 

nominated and approved to the Sydney Northern 

Beaches Board of Education and Assessment as 
probationary members for the purposes of Assess-

ment in Bronze Medallion qualifications. The club 
congratulates these two members for undertaking 

this training which comes with long term responsi-

bility. The addition of Steve and Phil to our assessor 
ranks will help reduce the ongoing load placed on 

Our Nippers are 

Proudly Supported by 

the Following Sponsors our current assessors, Clare Hagon and Dave 

Murray, and addresses an ongoing 2009/2010 

Club Training objective. At the end of the pro-
bationary period, North Curl Curl will be in a 

stronger position for Assessor numbers rela-
tive to other clubs, and is positioned at the 

Branch statistical mean value of 6 Assessors 

(this includes the anomalous Queenscliff 

count).  




