
cost of this upgrade will be met 

by council and will include an 

accessible toilet and improve-
ments to the balcony rail on the 

west side of the clubhouse.  

The club is planning to use this 

opportunity to expand the bar 
area by moving the wall with 

the painting on it one meter to 
the west and reconfiguring the 

layout of the bar. These 

changes will provide more 
space and a better environment 

for those working in the bar. 

I would like to thank, personally 

and on behalf of the Board, all 
of those members who ar-

ranged and helped with the 

clubõs annual golf day, which 
was most enjoyable and very 

successful day, well done. 

I understand that some mem-

bers of the club have com-
mented that they believe our 

club supports the removal of 

Welcome to the new year. I 

hope that you all had a happy 

and safe festive season and 
that 2009 is shaping up to be 

an excellent year for you.  

With the new year comes the 
carnivals and club champion-

ship and from what I have seen 
the competition looks hot. To 

those competitors who are 

competing over the next 
months, good luck and bring 

home some gold. 

Warringah Council has now 

installed a new sliding gate at 
the club and is planning a fur-

ther upgrade in April 2009. The 

paid lifeguards from North Curl 

Curl in 2009/2010 season. This 

is not the case.  

The Boardõs position is that we 
would prefer to see the paid 

lifeguards maintained and 

working closely with our volun-
teers to keep the beach at 

North Curl Curl safe.  

While this is the preferred 

option, the decision to remove 
the paid lifeguards is one that 

Warringah Council will make. If 

during the forthcoming months 
I am given the opportunity to 

discuss this issue with either 
Branch or Council I will strongly 

present this position. If any 

member is concerned about 
this issue or any other I invite 

them to either speak with me or 
give me a call to discuss the 

matter.  

Remember your input as a club 

member is always welcome. 

From The President's Pen 

January 2009  

All club members are welcome 

to come and listen to what has 

been happening at your club. It 
is also an excellent opportunity 

The next club Quarterly Meeting 

will be held at the Surf Club on 

Sunday February 8th at 

3:00pm.  

for members to ask questions 

directly to the board, and pro-

vide your input on the running 

of your club.   

Quarterly Meeting Scheduled for February 8th 
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Ian ThurgoodñClub President 

òBottlesó you say? Basically its 

an opportunity to come down 

and enjoy a drink with your 
fellow members, and take in the 

For the uninitiated in the club, 

òBottlesó happens every Friday 

and Sunday nights at the club 
during the season. What is 

spectacular scenery our pre-

cious beach offers. On Sunday 

nights we also have a meal, so 

come down and join us !!   

Friday & Sunday Night òBottlesó  
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Action from the Shield day 
There was plenty of fun and games had at the annual 

Kerry Broomham Shield which was run just before 

Christmas 2008.  

Right from the start there was foxing and strategies 
being played out between the 3 teams, captained by 

seasoned campaigner. Pat Kember, wannabe Michael 

"Chook" Johnston and newly promoted kid on the 

block Michael Kember. 

First event for the day was a surf teams race, which 
saw Patõs team the first to play their joker. That ploy 

paid off as they maximized their points by winning 

the first event.  

But the teams were all brought closer together as 
the racing turned to the beach. Next event was the 

beach relay, with each competitor taking turns to 
run 30 plus meters to a turning flag and back to 

hand off to their team mates. A couple of mishaps 

here, firstly with Pat Kember almost collapsing at 
the turning flag because of a knee injury. There was 

no need for Kate Phippard to laugh at you Pat !!! No 

respect !!! 

Then there was young flyer Harry Sherwood going 
around the turning pole the wrong way, meaning he 

had to go back or face a disqualification for his 

team. We think he still had water in his ears from the 

swim event when the instructions were given out.   

Next it was the old favoriteñthe Tug-O-War. 

There were plenty of strange tactics displayed 

in this event. Some tried the ancient Roman 
gladiator technique of countingñ1ñpull, 2ñ

pull, 3ñpullñseemed like a good idea, but 
there was no one beating a drum to help with 

their rhythm. That was countered by the Irish 

technique of just letting go of the rope, letting 
the opposition fall over, and then drag them 

across the line still counting !!! And then there 
were the others that thought laughing the 

whole time would give them extra strengthñall 

that achieved was bad rope burn.  

Plenty of upsets on the day, with the highlight 

being Claudia Forsythe out-muscling her male 
rivals for a win in the team flags event. Nor-

mally Claudia does the flags with a towel 
wrapped around her waistñbut you could tell 

she was serious this time, because she had a 

racing singlet on !!!   

All in all, it was a fun event - but no chariot 
race due to safety concerns - just an exhibition 

under the supervision of our technical consult-

ant. Maybe next year ! 

Winners of the day will be announced at the 

Presentation Dinner later this year...so stay 

tuned !!! 

Kerry Broomham Shield Fun & Games 

Start of the Surf Teams Race 

The Tug-O-War 

Harry Sherwood takes a wrong turn 

An obvious break by Chook in the Flags 

Exhibition Chariot Race 

Team photo for the 2008 Kerry Broomham Shield 
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North Curl Curl S.L.S.C. com-

menced the 2009 calendar year 

with 142 club members on the 
patrol roster. Of these 142 ros-

tered patrol members 
(comprising 80 males and 62 females), 114 have 

their Bronze Medallions and 28 have their Surf Res-

cue Certificates.  

Over the next couple of weeks, I will be contacting 
those club members who attained Bronze Medallion 

status in December, 2008 and who are not already 

on a patrol.   It is envisaged that if most of these 
people supplement our patrol ranks that total patrol 

numbers will be approaching the 160 mark which 

would be the highest ever in the history of our club.  

From October through to December, 2008 the fol-

lowing awards were achieved by our club members: 

¶ 30 Bronze Medallions, 

¶ 17 Surf Rescue Certificates 

¶ 26 Honorary Beach Inspectors  

¶ 38 Senior First Aid Certificates. 

Unfortunately, during this same period of time, the 

number of club members gaining their IRB Drivers 
Licenses, IRB Crewpersons Certificates and Ad-

vanced Resuscitation Certificates stood at zero.  

I am extremely concerned that this perennial prob-

lem for our club (that is, of very little regular activ-
ity occurring in these other extremely important 

surf life saving training areas) will continue to grow 
and that unless the Board takes the initiative to 

physically organize and appoint a panel of appropri-

ately qualified personnel to assume 

òownershipó of these areas, that we will simply 

drift along to the end of every season in the 

future with minimal change to this status quo.  

Over the past few seasons, North Curl Curl 

S.L.S.C. has been focused (almost obsessed) on 

putting huge numbers of people through 
Bronze Medallion and Surf Rescue Certificate 

qualifications.   Whilst this type of commitment 
is admirable, we face the reality that training 

for most other equally important S.L.S.A. 

awards has been significantly and alarmingly 

smaller by comparison. 

See you on the beach, between the flags 
 

Alex Wye, Director Surf Life Saving   

The Wiz Report 

Last yearõs  IRB Driver & Crew Graduation Class go through their paces 

Club Championships coming Feb 15th 

The North Curl Curl SLSC Club 

Championships will be held on 

Sunday February 15th, starting 

at 11:00am 

Events will include a surf race, 

Tube rescue and beach sprints.  

All competitors for the Club 

Championships must be eligible, 

as per the eligibility rulings set 

out in the club constitutionñ 

òAll competitors must have pre 

qualified by competing in and 
completing one Sunday swim-
ming event and sprint event in 
each calendar month in period 
from the beginning of the sea-
son and the month immediately 
prior to the holding of the first 
event of the Club Champion-

ships.ó 

Unfortunately this year the  

level of attendance to our Sun-

day events has not been the 

best, which means many of our 

club members find themselves  

ineligible to compete in the Club 

Championships.  

Our Race Secretary is review-

ing the situation for future 

years, to see if there is a better 
set of criteria to ensure we 

have as many competitors as 
possible eligible to compete in 

what is our most important club 

sport event.  

Proudly Sponsored 
By 

North Curl Curl SLSC 
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Curlyõs Calendar 

> Sun Feb 1st 

Nippers Club Cham-

pionships Round 4 

> Sun Feb 1st 
New Bronze Squad 

startsñ10:00 am 

> Sat Feb 7th Sydney 

Northern Beaches 

Branch Open & 
Masters Champion-

ships ñ Palm Beach 

> Sun Feb 8th Sydney 

Northern Beaches 

Branch Nippers 
Championshipsñ

Palm Beach 

> Sun Feb 15th 

NCCSLSC Club 
Championships 

> Feb 20th-Feb 22nd  

NSW Junior State 

Championshipsñ

Swansea Belmont 

> Thu Feb 26th  
NSW Masters State 

Championshipsñ

Swansea Belmont 

> Feb 27th-Mar 1st  

NSW Open State 
Championshipsñ

Swansea Belmont 

> For latest event 

details, visit our 

Website 

As 2008 drew to a close, we had our annual Golf Day 

at Mona Vale Golf Club. This was our first time there, 

and having a shot gun start proved to be a big win-

ner with all the 127 golfers. 

The boys from Mona Vale social golf club were the 

winners with a great 62 off the stick and 49.5 net 

score. Fantastic effort boys ! They will be glad to 
know that we have pre-booked Mona Vale Golf Club 

for 2009.  

As with any fund raising that we do, there are a lot 

of people to thankñ 

¶ Chris Stoneman and Scott Agnew thanks for 

giving me a hand in organizing the day 

¶ Phil Waddington and Joanne Duff for cook-

ing up a storm in the kitchen 

¶ Keith Stoneman, Ross Lambert, Abbey Hud-

son, Kevin Martin and Frank Lowe for cook-

ing up all the meat needed on the day 

¶ Tony Dunn and Billy Watson for helping at 

the golf course 

¶ Ross Hannigan for helping me pick up and 

setup the kegs for the day 

¶ Jamie Duff, Noel Langthorne, Keith Smith 

and Ham for running the bar 

¶ To all the people who helped cleanup the 

surf club once we finished 

¶ To all our 18 sponsors for putting up $400 

each and supporting this great surf club 

¶ To everybody who donated prizes for the 
raffleñING, Al Lewis, Peter Hickey, Mark 

Messinger.  

¶ Carl HendersonñMr. Fix-It 

¶ And Belinda Moore and Kate Phippard for 

selling raffle tickets 

This yearõs Golf Day 

was our most suc-

cessful yet. But in 
reporting this good 

news I would have to 
say I was very disap-

pointed in the amount of help volunteered for 

the day.  

My kitchen consisted of Phil and Joanne to take 
care of 130+ meals. Great jobñI thank you so 

much, but surely I can get a few more helpers 

for the kitchen just for a few hours.  

The BBQ was taken care of by 5 lovely gentle-

men, 3 of them also setup all the tables and 
chairs in the hall. 4 of these gentlemen are Life 

Members and put their hands up all the time, 
but they of the older vintage and should not be 

expected to setup tables and chairs. 

The last two newsletters had a section on the 

Golf Day asking for help. The only people who 

offered were the Life Members and if it wasnõt 
for their help over the many years this Golf 

Day would have been over a long time ago. So I 
hope the next Golf Day will get a lot more sup-

port from the members who do not enjoy golf 

or just want to help.  

This Golf Day has been the biggest single fund 
raising event so far for the club over the past 

10 years. I have had a lot of fun getting it to 

where it stands today. Anyway the time has 
come to step down again as the organizer 

after 14 or 15 years. It certainly has pro-
gressed from the 20 or so players we started 

with back in the late 80õs. Thanks to everyone 

who has helped make this day what it is today.  

òWattoó 

Rob Watson 

2008 North Curly Golf Day our Biggest yet 

North Curl Curl  SLSC 

Annual Golf Day  

Proudly Sponsored by 

North Curl Curl Boaties 

Proudly Sponsored by 
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Important Notice for State and Australian Titles Competitors 

Time is running out for finalis-

ing entries and accommodation 

for this yearõs State and Aus-

tralian Championships.   

Any competitor intending to 

compete in the State titles at 

Swansea Belmont, and/or the 
Australian Championships in 

Scarborough WA, you need to 
contact Harry Coltman ur-

gently.  

The State titles will be run from 
Thu Feb 26th (Masters) through 

to Sun Mar 1st, and the Aussies 
will start with the Masters on 

Tue Mar 17th and run through to 

Sun Mar 22nd.  

Harry will also require confir-

mation if you require accommo-

dation at either or both events. 

There is only limited accommo-

dation available so donõt leave it 

to the last minute as you may 

miss out. 

Harry can be contacted as 

followsñ  

Work 94398122  

Mobile 0408 226517 

  

Acknowledging the  

Support of Our  

3 Points Challenge & 

Ocean Swim Major Sponsors  

Special Letter 
 

To the President, of North Curl Curl SLSC 

Mr. Ian Thurgood. 

Dear Ian, 

Debbie, Jennie, Katie, Chris and I would like to pass on our thanks for the overwhelming love and sup-

port we received from the community and the surf club. We appreciate the generosity of the club for 

providing the venue and making the day a wonderful celebration of Matthewõs life. 

We would also like to thank the surf club and all the people who contributed by assisting with coordinat-

ing and making food, providing beverages, serving, bar duties and cleaning up.  

The support we had was extremely heartwarming and we appreciated the closeness of the community. 
The room was full of love and memories, which were shared amongst family and friends, as we reflected 

on Mattõs life.  

We sincerely value your support during our difficult time. 

Thanking you once again, 

 

Debbie and Russell Plunkett and family  

 

Vale Matt Plunkett, 21st July 1981ñ7th Jan 2009 

It was with great sadness that we announce the passing of Matt Plunkett, a 

former member of the NCCSLSC, and son to long time club members and sup-

porters, Russell and Debbie Plunkett. Our thoughts and our deepest condo-

lences go to the family and friends in this time of great sorrow and grief. 

versity, this is arguably the 

best video of its kind in exis-

tence, and the only one that 
really describes Australian rip 

conditions, providing both vis-
ual and verbal details on how 

rips work and how to see them.  

The University of New South 

Wales Media Unit have recently 

produced a video called òDonõt 
Get Sucked in by the Ripó, which 

provides an excellent education 
on how rips work. According to 

Dr Rob Brander from the uni-

The video is available on the 

Internet via YouTube, and we 

have posted it on our club Web-

site in the Life Saving section. 

Check it out at 

www.nthcurlcurlslsc.com.au 

òDonõt Get Sucked in By the Ripó 

You will always hear his voice 

in the wind,  

see his face in the clouds  

and feel his gentle touch from 

the sun  

Matthew will live indelibly in 

your hearts forever  

His fond memories etched 

within your souls  

....forever to treasure  


