
to upgrade the gym facilities 

which should be completed 

earlier in 2010. This upgrade 
will see new equipment installed 

for the use of gym members.  

As is the tradition for the first  

Saturday in December every 
year (at least for the past 6 

years) the club hosted the 
annual 3 Points Challenge and 

Ocean Swim, which was a huge 

success with nearly 750 com-
petitors taking part, under the 

watchful eye of  100 plus volun-

teers that turned out on the day 

to provide host.  

Thanks to Louis Tassone, Colin 

Moyes and Glen Slater for your 

energy and commitment to the 
event and the club. And also 

thanks must go to all the volun-
teers that helped on the race 

dayñwithout your support this 

event could not be possible, and  
is such a buzz to see so many 

members old and young all 
working together for the benefit 

of our great Surf Life Saving-

club.  

Thanks to Ian Greentree from 

Bendigo Bank Harbord, Bonds 

and IGA Harbord who were the 

Here we are at the start of 

another festive season, On 

behalf of the Board of Directors 
I would like to extend to all club 

members, their families and 
sponsors, the best wishes for 

the Christmas and New Year 

period.  

I would also like to thank every-

one who has worked so tire-

lessly throughout 2009, to 
assist the club achieving it 

goals.  

Over the past few months you 

would have notice that the 
canteen has been refurbished. I 

invite you to call in and inspect 
the renovations and avail your-

self of the healthier menu and 

great coffee that is now avail-

able.  

More recently your Directors 
approved expenditure of $7500 

major sponsors of the event, 

and also our own Geoff 

Pickering, alias Raine & Horne 

Manly.  

With Christmas comes the surf 
carnivals, and the Nippers have 

already have 2 major Branch 

carnivals under their belt, hav-
ing come 4th at both the Manly 

and Queenscliff carnivals, well 
done! We look forward to fur-

ther success in nippers, sen-

iors and masters over the 

months to come.  

That is all for now, please en-

sure that if you are travelling, 

do it safely, and return to one 
of the most sensational 

beaches in the world for an 

enjoyable 2010.  

 

From The President's Pen 

Proudly Sponsored 
By 
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swim and running race, this year we intro-

duced wave starts, starting with the 39 and 

under males, then all the females, and fin-
ishing with the 40 plus males. In hindsight 

we probably needed even more wavesñ

something to look at next year.  

Ian Joynson, a Director of Bendigo Bank, 
was our guess starter for the main event, 

which included Mike Baird, Member for 
Manly, amongst the starters. Mike had been 

invited as VIP guest, but decided he actually 

wanted to do the event. In hindsight he may 
have had second thoughts about that deci-

sion, as the carnival atmosphere quickly 

turned serious as the realization that the 
race had started, and it was time to put in 

the effort.  

The pace was set by the frontrunners, with 

Collaroyõs Mitchell Trim the first one to get 
to transition area number 1, followed closely 

by race favorite and defending champion, 
Peter Jacobs. Not far behind them was 

North Curl Curlõs own Glenn Coltman, who 

had already competed in the Ocean Swim, 
coming 9th overall and 3rd in his category 

in that event.  

As the South Curl Curl swim came and went, 

it was clear that Peter Jacobs was the man 
to beat. By his own admission, when he 

turned for home at his home beach Fresh-

water, he was in cruise mode, until Thomas 
Do Canto from Putney made a valiant at-

tempt to run him down, pushing Peter as 
they hit the sand at first gate on North Curly 

beach. Once again Peter broke the finish 

tape to win his second Challenge, with Tho-
mas second, and a great performance from 

Botanyõs Roger Souter coming in 3rd, and 
simultaneously taking out the 40-49 cate-

gory. As for Glenn Coltman, he finished in 

the top 20, which was a great result consid-

ering he had already done the 2km swim.   

In the women's event, Angie Sharp from 
Dora Creek was first across the line, fol-

lowed by Reegan Ellis and last yearõs win-

ner, Melissa Vandewater in 3rd place.  

As for Mike Baird, well he managed to finish 
in under 1 hour, and still had energy to have 

a chat after he crossed the line.  

The 6th running of our 3 Points Challenge 

and Ocean Swim was always going to prom-

ise great things, given the momentum of the 
previous couple of years. But the final out-

come was better than all our expectations, 
when almost 750 competitors descended on 

North Curl Curl Beach to take part. There is 

no question that our annual event is now 
firmly entrenched as the must do swim/

aquathon for all standard of competitorsñ
from the professional tri-athletes to the 

Sunday wannabes.  

Conditions on the day were excellentñthe 

swell provided some uneven action for 

swimmers, with the occasional set providing 
a fast train back to the beach, whilst the air 

temperature was kept to a bearable level 
due to light cloud cover during the morning. 

All that we needed was for the punters to 

turn up, and they did in droves.  

In the Ocean Swim, sponsored by BONDS, we 
had just under 150 competitors on the start 

line, with the course once again taking them 

out beyond the break and then north beyond 
the rock poolña course that provides some 

great variety for the swimmers.  

As the frontrunners turned for home, it 

looked like Chris Parker from Avoca Beach 
was going to take out the big swim, when 

well known ocean swimmer Luane Rowe 

managed to ride a wave past Chris, and beat 
him to the finish tape. Luane has won the 

female category of this race in previous 
years, but this was the first time she has 

managed to be crowned the outright winner, 

a fantastic reward for her perseverance 

and great swimming ability.  

Attention then turned to the BENDIGO BANK 

3 Points Challenge. With almost 540 com-
petitors ready to take on the 3 beach surf 

3 Points Challenge Attracts Bumper Numbers 

Acknowledging the  

Support of Our  

3 Points Challenge & 

Ocean Swim Major Sponsors  

òAnother great day and congrats to race organisers 

for doing a stellar job. My favourite event of the 

year! ò 
 

òThank you for a fantastic event! I had a terrific 

time. Great challenge, great race.ó 

òJust like to say thanks for organising a great race, I 
had a shocker but still enjoyed the whole thingó 

 
òThis is my favourite fun race every year I have done 

itó 

Some race feedback..... 

Luane Rowe takes out the Ocean Swim 



The final event of the day was the IGA Dash for Cash, 

where the top 3 male and female place getters from 

the Ocean Swim and Challenge had a straight out 
swim and beach sprint for cash. In both the men's 

and womenõs dash, the cash was evenly shared 

amongst the sprinters, topping of a great event.  

Once again, our club members put up their hand to 

help run what is the biggest activity the club runs 
every year. We had over 100 helpers involved, look-

ing everything from registrations, marshalling at 
transition areas and on the course, providing water 

safety and cooking at the BBQ. Water safety was a 

huge logistical effort, with 4 IRBs manned by our 
club, and a few more crewed by South Curl Curl and 

Freshwater, a Jet Ski, as well as many boards and 
skiõs ensuring all competitors were looked after. In 

fact  they came in handy with a number of racers 

brought to shore due to getting into difficulty. With-
out all these volunteers, we could not run this event, 

so many thanks must go to everyone that helped.  

While we canõt thank everyone individually, we do 

have to call out some names. Brett Kirby & Todd 
Atkins made sure we had power craft promed and 

ready for race day, whilst Ray Merton managed the 

water safety team on the day, Julie Tassone and her 
regular team of helpers made sure the registration 

area worked smoothly, including Janet Phippard, 
Clare Hagon, Audrey Bruen, Carol Callaghan and Sue 

Sample, and others. Also Lisa Moyes and Shaz Easey 

managed to dice 35 water melons as well some 
other fruit. Our transition areas worked like clock 

work under the direction of Phil McAleer, Jono Phip-
pard, Harry Coltman and Peter Spedding plus their 

support teams. Images of the event were captured 

by Alex Patison, Ian Thurgood and also Lisa Moyes 

(once she finished the fruit cutting exercise). 

An event of this nature needs a core team to organ-
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Our event was proudly supported by the following local Restaurants 

Please support these restaurants with your patronage  

& mention you are from North Curl Curl SLSC 

Peter Jacobs defends 3 Points title 

ize everything from sponsorship, to the logis-
ticsñthe race organizing committee, Glenn 

Slater, Colin Moyes, Andrew Waddington, Liz 
Stapleton and Phil Godbee, have worked on 

this for a number of months.  

Most importantly, we could not put on the 3 

Points financially, without our event major 

sponsors, Bendigo Bank, Bonds, IGA and 

Raine & Horne Manly. Also there are many 

other supporting sponsors providing prizes 

and services which are called out in the Chat-
terñplease support these organizations with 

your patronage, and mention you are from 

North Curl Curl Surf Life Saving Club.  

With their support, we managed to raise close 
to $28,000 in funds for the club, a fantastic 

result. The hospitality and great support shown 

by all our club members on race day was posi-
tively received by all competitors going by the 

feedback, ensuring that next year will be even 

bigger an event  - book it in for December 4th 

2010 ! 

Louis Tassone 

3 Points Challenge  

Race Organising Committee  


